LEG 


I always thought this paffage left out with a great deal of 
judgment, by Tucca and Varius, as it feems to contradict a 
part in the fixth iEneid. Addifon on Italy. 

To Leave, v. n. 

1. To ceafe; to defift. 

She is my eflence, and I leave to be, 

If I be not by her fair influence 

Fofter’d, illumin’d, cherilh’d, kept alive. Shaktfpeare. 

And fince this bufmefs fo far fair is done, 

Let us not leave till all our own be worn Shakef H. IV. 

He began at the eldeft, and left at the youngeft. Genef 

2. To Leave off. To defift. 

Grittus, hoping that they in the caftle would not hold out, 
left off to batter or undermine it, wherewith he perceived he 
little prevailed. Knolles's Hijl. of the Turks. 

But when you find that vigorous heat abate, 

Leave off,\ and for another fummons wait. Rofcojnmoti. 

3. To Leave off. To flop. 

Wrongs do not leave off there where they begin, 

But ftill beget new mifehiefs in their courfe. Daniel. 

To Leave, v. a. [from levy', lever, French.] To levy; to 
raife: a corrupt word, made, I believe, by Spenftr, for a 
rhyme. 

An army ftrong {he leav'd. 

To war on thofe which him had of his realm bereav’d. 

Spenfers Fairy Ihieen, h. ii. 
Le'aved. adj. [from leaves , of leaf] 

1. Furniflied with foliage. 

2. Made with leaves or folds. 

I will loofe the loins of kings, to open before him the 
two leaved gates. lf a ‘ x ^ v * 

LE'AVEN. n.f [ levain, French; kvare, Latin.] 

1. Ferment mixed with any body to make it light; particularly 
ufed of four dough mixed in a mafs of bread. 

It fhall not be baken with leaven. _ Lev. vi. 17. 

All fermented meats and drinks are eafilieft digefted ; and 
thofe unfermented, by barm oc leaven, are hardly digefted. Floyer. 

2. Any mixture which makes a general change in the mafs. 

Many of their propofitions favour very ftrong . of the old 
leaven of innovations. King Charles . 

To Le'aven. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To ferment by fomething mixed. 

You muft tarry the leav'ning. Shakef. Trail, and CreJJtda. 
Whofoever eateth leavened bread, that foul {hall be cut 
A Exod.x ii. 17. 

Breads we have of feveral grains, with divers kinds of 
leauenings, and feafonings; fo that feme do extremely move 
appetites. Bacon s Atlantis. 

2. To taint; to imbue. 

That cruel fomething unpoffeft. 

Corrodes and leavens all the reft. Prior. 

Le'aver. n.f [leave.] One who deferts or forfakes. 

Let the world rank me in regifter 
A mafter -leaver, and a fugitive. Shakefpeare. 

Leaves, n.f The plural of leaf. 

Parts fit for the nourifhment of man in plants are, feeds, 
roots, and fruits; for leaves they give no nourishment at *11. 

* Bacon's Natural Hi/lory. 

JLe'avings. n.f. [from leave.] Remnant; relicks; offal: it 

has no lingular. . .... . 

My father has this morning call d together. 

To this poor hall, his little Roman fenate, > 

The leavings of PharfaKa. Addifon s Cato. 

Then who can think we’ll quit the place. 

Or flop and light at Cloe s head, ~ . ~ 

With feraps and leavings to be fed. owijt. 

Le'avv. adj. [from leaf. ] Full of leaves ; covered with leaves. 
Strephon, with leavy twigs of laurel tree, 

A garland made on temples for to wear. 

For he then chofen was the dignity 
Of village lord that Whitfontide to bear. Sidney. 

. Now near enough : your leavy fereens throw down, 
And flTow l£ thofe yob are. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

To Lech. v. a. [lecher , French.] To lick over. Hanmer. 
Haft thou yet leched the Athenian s eyes 
Wkh the love juice. Sbakefp. Midfunmer NighsDream. 
T F'CHER n I [Derived by Skinner from luxure , old trench . 
U lS ufe-d in the middll ages in the fame fenfe.] A whore- 

m i ft wiil now take the leacber ; he’s at my houfe; cannot 
, f a me Shakef. Merry Wives of Windjoi. 

You', like a letcher, out of whorifli loins 
Are pleas’d to breed out your inheritors. Shakejpear, 

The lecher foon transforms his miftrefs, now ^ 

In Io’s place appears a lovely cow. J 

'Fhe fleeDV leacher {huts his little eyes, 7 

Ablut burning chaps the frothy bubbles rife. Dryden. 

She yields her charms , n , r 

To that fair letcher, the ftrong S od Pof ‘ ' }f ‘ 

- Tf? Vgj&tS, 

mlded fly does letcher in my fight. Smejp. i 


LEE 

Gut eats all day, and ktchefs all the night. B. fohnfor 
Lec'herous. adj. [from lecher.] Leud ; luftful; 

The fapphire Ihould grow foul, and lofe its beauty, when 
worn by one that is lecherous ; the emerald Ihould fly t0 
pieces, if it touch the {kin of any unchafte perfon. Derbam 
Le'cherously. adv. [from lecherous.] Leudly; luftfully, 
Le'cherousness. n.f. [from lecherous.] Leudnefs. 

Le'chery. n.f. [from lecher.] Leudnefs; luft. 

The reft welter with as little {hame in open lechery, as 
fwine do in the common mire. Ajcham's Schoolmafer 
Againft fuch leudfters, and their lechery, 

Thofe that betray them do no treachery; Shakefpeare . 
Le'ction. n.f. [leftio, Lat.] A reading ; a variety in copies. * 
Every critick has his own hypothefis : if the common text 
be not favourable to his opinion, a various leliion {hall be 
made authentick. Watts's Loz'uk 

LE'CTURE. n.f. [lefiure, French.] 6 ‘ 

l. A difeourfe pronounced upon any fubjedt. 

Mark him, while Dametas reads his ruftick lefture unto 
him, how to feed his beafts before noon, and where to {hade 
them in the extreme heat. Sidney, b . ii. 

Wrangling pedant, 

When in mufick we have fpent an hour. 

Your leliure {hall have leifure for as much. Sbakefp. 
When letters from Cefar were given to Rufticus, he re- 
fufed to open them till the philofopher had done his lec¬ 
tures. Taylor's holy Lmjntr, 

Virtue is the folid good, which tutors fhould not only read 
leRures and talk of, but the labour and art of education 
fhould fumiifh the mind with, and faften there. Locke ; 

Numidia will be bleft by Cato’s leisures. Addifon's CatOi 

2. The adt or pradtice of reading; perufal. 

In the leliure of holy feripture, their apprehenfions are 
commonly confined unto the literal fenfe of the text. Browne ; 

3. A magifterial reprimand. 

To Le'cture. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To inftrudt formally. 

2. To inftrudt irifolently and dogmatically. 

Le'cturer. n.f. [from leliure.] An inftrudtor; a teacher by 

way of ledture; a preacher in a church hired by the parilh. 
to aflift the redtor or vicar. 

If any minifter refufed to admit into his church a leRurer 
recommended by them, and there was not one orthodox or 
learned man recommended, he was prefentiy required to at¬ 
tend upon the committee. Clarendon. 

Le'ctureshiP; n.f. [from letlure.] The office of a ledturer.' 
He got a leliurefhip in town of fixty pounds a year, where 
he preached conftantly in perfon. Swift , 

Led. part. pret. of lead. 

Then fhall they know that I am the Lord your God, 
which caufed them to be led into captivity among the hea- 
t | ien# Ezek. xxxix. 28. 

The leaders of this people caufed them to err, and they 
that are led of them are deftroyed. . Ifa.jx. 16. 

As in vegetables and animals, fo in moft other bodies, not 
propagated by feed, it is the colour we moft fix on, and are 

moft led by .' . 

Ledge, n. f. [ leggen, Dutch, to lie.] 

1. A row; layer; ftratum. .. 

The loweft ledge or row fhould be merely of ftone, clojely 

laid, without mortar : a general caution for all parts in build¬ 
ing contiguous to board. Cotton's Architetlure. 

2. A ridge rifling above the reft. , 

The four parallel flicks rifing above five inches higher| than 

the handkerchief, ferved as ledges on each fide. Gulliver. 
2. Any prominence, or rifing part. 

Beneath a ledge of rocks his fleet he hides, , 

The bending brow above, a fafe retreat provides. Dryden. 
Ledhorse. n.f [led and borfe.) A fumpter horfe. 

Lee. n. f [lie, French.] 

1. Dregs ; fediment; refufe. 

My cloaths, my fex, exchang d for thee. 

I’ll mingle with the people’s wretched lee. f' £ 

2. [Sea term; fuppofed by Skinner from / eau y re •] 

generally that fide which is oppofite to the wind, x th 
more is that the wind blows on To be und tb «:U 
{hore, is to be clofe under the weather flio.e. A fo 
(hip is one that is not faft by a wind, to ma J h 

good as (he might. To lay a (hip by 
Co that all her lails may lie againft the ^ w jH 

and the wind to come right on her broadfide, 

make little or no way. r o ;fr1 „ had l«d 

If we, being ftorm-beaten in the bay of 5 ’ tl . an f po rt- 
a port under our lee, that we might have-kept {he In P Jijn 

ing fliips with our men of war, we ia ^ Apohgf- 

fleet, and the Azores. , , _ n-mkirk with 

The Hollanders were wont to ride before.Dank^^ 

the wind at north weft, making a lee (hore R ^, s ^ 

Unprovided of tackling and victualling, they ‘j'J a|1( | 
fea by P a ftorm ; yet better do fo than venture 
finking on a lee fhore. H* 111 ’ 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lang 
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' Him, haply flumb’ring on the Norway foam; 

The pilot of feme fmall night-founder d fluff, 

■Deeming fome KUnd. 6ft as feamen tell, 

L u k . ; Milton’s Parad lf eLcJl,h.u 

Batter’d by his tee they lay, 

The paffing winds through their torn canvafs play; Dryden, 

^AphyficHn^aVrrfefforL theart of healing: whence we 

ftill ufe cowleech. .. r . , 

A leech , the which had great inflight 
Tn that difeafle of grieved conflcience, 

And well could cure the flame ; his name was patience. _ 

A Spenfers Fairy £>ueen, b. 1. 

Her words prevail’d, and then the learned leach 

His^cunning hand’gan to his wounds to lay. 

And all things elfle the which his art did teach. Fa. u. 
Phyfick is their bane. 

The learned leaches in defpair depart, _ 

And fhake their heads, defponding of their art. Drjden. 

Wife leeches will not vain receipts obtrude : 

Deaf to complaints they wait upon the ill; 

Till fome fafe crifis. _ ® r I“ en ' 

The hoary wrinkled leech has watch’d and toil d, 

Tried every health reftoring herb and gum, 

And wearied out his painful {kill in vain. Rowe s f. Shore . 
A fkilful leach) 

TheV fay, had wrought this Hefted deed ; 

This leach Arbuthnot was yclept. Gay's Paftorals. 

2. A kiiid bf fmall watet ferpeht, which faftens on animals, 

* find fucks the blood : it B ufed to draw blood where the lan¬ 
cet is lefs fafe, whence perhaps the name. 

I drew blood by leeches behind his ear. Wfcman's Surg. 

Sticking like leeched till they Biirft with bldod; 

Without remorfe irifatiably. Rofco'hunon. 

To LEEck. v. a. [from the noun.] To treat with medica¬ 
ments. 

Lr'EtHCRAFT. n.f. [leech and traft.] The art of healing. 

Wfe fttidy fpeech, but cithers we perfuade : 

We leechcraft learn; but others cure with it. Davies. 

Leef. adj. [ lieve , leve, Dutch.] Kind; fond. 

Whilome all thefe were low and letfe; 

And .lov’d their flocks to feed ; 

They never ftrove to be. the chief. 

And Ample was their weed. Spenfer's Paflorals. 

Leek. n.f. [leac, Saxon; loock) Dutch'; hechk) Erfe.J 

Its f?ower confifts of iix pedals, and is fhaped, as it were, 
like a bell; in the center arifes the pointal, Which after¬ 
ward becomes a roundifli fruit, divided into th'fee cells, which 
contain roundifti feeds : to thefe notes may be added, the {la¬ 
mina are generally broad and flat, ending in three capifla- 
ments, of which the mid’dle one is furnifhed with a chive; 
the flowers are alfo gathered into afmOft globular bunches : 
the roots are long; cylindrical; and coated, the coats ending 
in plain leave?. Miller. 

Know’ft thou Fluelfen ? —Yes. 

—Tell him I’ll ktiock his htk about his pate,' 

Upon St. David’s day. Shakefpeare's Henry V. 

Leek to the W elfh, to Dutchmen butter’s' dear. Gay. 
We ufe acrid plants' inwafdiy and outwardly iiVgangreens ; 
in the feurvy, water-Orefles, horfe-ra:di{h, garlick, or leek 
pottage. Floydt ori Humours. 

LEER, n.f [pleape, facies, Saxon.J 
j. An oblique view. 

I fpy entertainment hr her ; file gives the leer 6f invitation. 

Shakefpeare's Merry Wives' of Windfor . 
Afide the devil turn’d' 

For envy, yet with jealous leef malign 
Ey’d them alkance. Miltorfs Par. LoJl\ b. iv. 

2'. A laboured call of countenance. 

Damn with faint praife, concede'with civil* leer. Pope. 
I place a ftatefman full before my fight; 


Swift. 


x -my light; 

A bloated moiifter in all his ge-er, 

With {hamelefs vifage, and : perfidious leer. 

To Leer. v. n. [from the noun.] 
r. To look obliquely ; to 1 look archly. 

I will leer upon him as he comes by; and do but mark 
the countenance that he will give me. SLakefp. Henry IV 
I wonder whether you tafte the pleafure Of independency’ 
t whether you' do not fometimes 7 m- upoir the court Swift 


or ■ 


r r - ----- j-~ — . ...— upoii- the court. Swift. 

2 ; i o look With a forced countenance. J 

Bertran has been taugpt the arts’of coufts ; 

To gild a face with fmiies, and leer a man to rtiin Drrd 
Lees, r.f fUe, French.] Dregs; fediment: it has feldom a 
lingular. 

This proceeded by reafon of the old humour of thofe corn 

'tw’iVT, ^ mem ° r y, of Richard was fo ftroilg, 
that t lay like lees m the bottom of mens hearts; and if the 

veffel was but ftirred, it would come up. Bacon’s Henry VII 
ir they love lees , and leave the lufty wine, 

Envy them not their palates with the lwine. B. Johnfon. 


LEG 

Thofe lees that trouble it refine 
The agitated foul of generous winei Dryden < 

ToLeese. v. a.hlefen , Dutch.] To lofe : an old word. 

Then fell to thy profit both butter and cheefle. 

Who buieth it flooner the more he fhall leefc. Tuffer . 

No caufle, nor client fat, will Chev’ril leefe. 

But as they come on both Aides he takes flees; 

And pleafleth both : for while he melts his greafle 

For this, that wins for whom he holds his peace. B. Johnf. 

How in the port our fleet dear time did leefe , 

Withering like prisoners, which lie but for fees. Donne. 
Leet. n.f. 

Leete , or leta , is otherwife called a law-day. The word 
feemeth to have grown from the Saxon le<Se, which was a 
court of jurifdfefion above the wapentake or hundred, com¬ 
prehending three or four of them, otherwife called thirfti- 
ing, and contained the third part of a province or {hire . 
thefe jurifdicftions, one and other,- be now abolifhed, and fwal- 
loWed up in the county court. Cowell. 

Who has i breaft fo pure. 

But fome uncleanly apprehenfions 

Keep leets and law-days, and in feffions fit 

With meditations lawful. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

You would prefent her at the leet, 

Becaufe fhe bought ftone jugs, and no fleal’d quarts. Shak. 
Le'eward. adj. [lee and peapb, Saxon.] 
i. Towards the wind. See Lee. 

The clafticse were called long (hips, the onerariae round, 
becaufe of their figure approaching towards circular : this 
figure, though proper for the ftowage of goods, was not the 
fitteft for failing, becaufe of the great quantity of leeward 
way, except when they failed full before the wind. Arbuth. 
Let no ftatefman dare, 

A kingdom to a ftiip compare ; 

Left he fhould call our commonweal 
A veflel with a double keel; 

Which juft like burs, new rigg’d and man’d, 

And got about a league from land. 

By change of wind to leeward fide. 

The pilot knew Dot how to guide. Swift . 

Left, participle prefer, of leave. 

Alas, poor lfidy ! defolate and left ; 

I weep myfelf to think upon thy words. Shakefpeare. 

Had fuch a river as this been left to itfelf, to have found 
its way out from arripng the Alps, whatever windings it had 
made, it muft have formed feveral little Teas. Addifon . 

Were I left to myfelf, I would rather aim at inftru&ing 
than diverting; but if we will be ufeful to the world, we 
muft take it as we find it. Addfcn's Spectator, N\ 179, 
Left. adj. [lufte, Dutch; lasvus, Latin.] SiniftroUs; not 
right. 

That there is alfo in men a natural prepotency in the right, 
we cannot with conftancy affirm, if we make obfervation 
irf children, who permitted the freedom of both hands, do oft- 
times confine it unto the left, afid are not without great diffi¬ 
culty reftrained from' it. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iv. 

The right to Pluto’s golden palace guides, 

The left to that unhappy region tends, 

Which to the depth of Tartarus defeends. Dryden's Ain. 

The gods of greater natiohs dwell around, 

Apd, on the right and left, the palace bound ; 

The commons where they can. Dryden T 

A raven from a wither’d oak, 

Left of their lodging was oblig’d to croak ; 

That omen lik’d him not. Dryden . 

The left foot naked when they march to fight, 

But in a bull’s raw hide they fheathe the right. Dryden. 

The man who ftruggles in the fight, 

Fatigues left firm as well as right. ^ p r i or 

Left-handed, adj. [left arid hdtid.] Ufing the left-hand ra- 
ther than right. 

The limbs are ufed moft on the right-fide, whereby cuftom 
helpeth ; for we fee, that fome are left-handed, which are 
fuch as have ufed the left-hand' moft. Bacon's Nat. Hifi. 

lor the feat of the heart and liver on one fide, whereby 
men become left-handed, it happeneth too rarely to counte- 
nance an effect fo Common: for the feat of the' liver on the 
left-fide is very monftrous. Brown's Vulgar Errours 

thrieft-ha,fo NESS ' *' f ' Habitual ufe of 

Although a fquirtt left-handednefs 
T „„ B u "S'; acl0u s; we cannot want that hand. Dome. 
LHC.*./ [kg, Damftv; leggur, rfiahdick.l 

" Ik • f*'"" 1 -* «* p»« 

^rdy feet denv’d, 

1 he trufty ftah, tneir better kg, fupply’d ' 

I urging comfits, and ants e^s ' 

Had almoft btought him off hfs°%. Hvdibras 

t , * m ; r, g ues P“°P' e «nnot meet with, who have rol 
thing but kgs to camp them. Gua J^ 

2. An 


Dryden. 
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